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Acetaldehyde (ACD) contributes to alcohol’s psychoactive effects through its own
rewarding properties. Recent studies shed light on the behavioral correlates of ACD
administration and the possible interactions with key neurotransmitters for motivation,
reward and stress-related response, such as dopamine and endocannabinoids.
This mini review article critically examines ACD psychoactive properties, focusing
on behavioral investigations able to unveil ACD motivational effects and their
pharmacological modulation in vivo. Similarly to alcohol, rats spontaneously drink
ACD, whose presence is detected in the brain following chronic self-administration
paradigm. ACD motivational properties are demonstrated by operant paradigms tailored
to model several drug-related behaviors, such as induction and maintenance of
operant self-administration, extinction, relapse and punishment resistance. ACD-related
addictive-like behaviors are sensitive to pharmacological manipulations of dopamine
and endocannabinoid signaling. Interestingly, the ACD-dopamine-endocannabinoids
relationship also contributes to neuroplastic alterations of the NPYergic system, a stress-
related peptide critically involved in alcohol abuse. The understanding of the ménage-a-
trois among ACD, reward- and stress-related circuits holds promising potential for the
development of novel pharmacological approaches aimed at reducing alcohol abuse.
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INTRODUCTION
It is a matter of fact that the efficacy of current medications for alcohol-related pathological
traits remains modest, since the incomplete understanding of the neurobiological background
beyond alcohol central effects hampers the development of successful pharmacological therapies
(Franck and Jayaram-Lindström, 2013). Alcohol acts at multiple biological targets (Mascia
et al., 2001; Martire et al., 2002; Martí-Prats et al., 2013; Zorumski et al., 2014) and its extended
use profoundly dysregulates key neurochemical circuits that drive incentive-salience/reward
(dopamine, endocannabinoids) and stress-related response (corticotropin-releasing hormone
[CRH], Neuropeptide Y [NPY]) within the brain (Koob, 2013). Moreover, the products of alcohol
biotransformation, primarily acetaldehyde (ACD), also contribute to its mechanism of action with
their own behavioral and neuropharmacological effects (Arizzi et al., 2003; Correa et al., 2003;
Pardo et al., 2013; Segovia et al., 2013).
ACD is produced in the human body after the consumption of alcohol in a tissue-specific fashion
(Cohen et al., 1980; Ramchandani et al., 2001; Edenberg, 2007), and occurs naturally in alcoholic
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FIGURE 1 | Acetaldehyde (ACD) motivational properties in operant responding, operant-conflict paradigm and conditioned place preference (CPP).
ACD induces operant responding, operant-conflict behavior and CPP (top to bottom, straight lines); the pharmacological modulation of dopamine and
endocannabinoid receptors controls ACD-induced behaviors (dashed lines).
beverages. Indeed, high ACD concentrations were detected in
a number of products, including apple wines and ciders from
Germany, France and Scotland, fortified wines and spirits such
as sugarcane spirits from Guatemal and Brazil (cuxa; cachaça)
(Miranda et al., 2007; Oliveira et al., 2008; Kanteres et al., 2009),
agave spirits from Mexico (Lachenmeier et al., 2006), certain
spirits from China and calvados from Europe (Lachenmeier
and Sohnius, 2008; Linderborg et al., 2008; Lachenmeier
et al., 2015). Despite preclinical research has traditionally
disregarded the role of taste and post-ingestive influences
as independent regulators of motivation to drink alcohol,
clinical studies on alcoholism have frequently recognized the
significance of alcohol chemosensory stimuli in eliciting craving
and associated drug-seeking responses in alcohol-experienced
individuals (Stormark et al., 1995; Grüsser et al., 2000). Both
alcohol and ACD possess complex chemosensory attributes
detected via sensory receptors, which gain immediate access to
the central nervous system. Importantly, these sensory pathways
are linked to limbic forebrain and cortical areas involved in
controlling ingestive motivation and feeding (Kareken et al.,
2004; Yamamoto, 2006; Filbey et al., 2008).
Depending on alcohol doses andmodalities of administration,
peripheral ACD can cross the blood-brain barrier and potentially
add to locally formed ACD, produced from alcohol via the
brain specific catalase system. On the other hand, increasing
evidence shows that ACD is detected in the brain after its oral
introduction, when single high systemic concentrations are used,
or when chronic exposure occurs (Tabakoff et al., 1976; Heap
et al., 1995; Ward et al., 1997; Quertemont et al., 2004; Plescia
et al., 2014, 2015a; Jamal et al., 2016).
Whatever its source, either as original substance or as alcohol
metabolite, ACD has been largely involved in the mediation of
alcohol effect, although its contribution to the development of
alcohol abuse still needs to be elucidated.
The neuropharmacology of ACD is of particular interest, as
ACD interacts both with reward- and stress-related circuits in
the brain. For this reason, this mini-review article focuses on
ACD motivational properties and examines its interplay with
relevant neurotransmitters for motivation-and stress-related
response, such as dopamine and endocannabinoids (Figure 1).
Indeed, a deeper understanding of ACD neuropharmacology
could provide further venue for the development of innovative
medication for alcohol use disorders.
ACD MIRRORING ALCOHOL EFFECT IN
THE BRAIN
Looking at the literature, ACD has been investigated primarily
as a metabolite raising the idea that it could not only produce
aversive reactions in the whole body, but rather may contribute
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to alcohol mechanism of action in the brain (Plescia et al.,
2015b; Cavallaro et al., 2016). Progressively the observation that
direct administration of ACD in experimental animals resulted
in behavioral effects that are comparable to those induced by
alcohol strengthened this concept (Quertemont et al., 2005;
Correa et al., 2012). For instance, systemic ACD administrations
induced depression in locomotor activity (Myers et al., 1987),
impairment of spatial memory (Abe et al., 1999), alcohol-like
discrimination (Redila et al., 2002), sedative and hypnotic effects
(Quertemont et al., 2004).
Notably, ACD has been implicated in alcohol stimulating
effects on the reward pathway in the brain, i.e., ventral
tegmental area (VTA) and nucleus accumbens (NAc), that lead
to positive reinforcement and mediate alcohol consumption
(Brown et al., 1979; Amit and Smith, 1985; Aragon and Amit,
1992; Tampier et al., 1995; Smith et al., 1997). Recently,
specific gene-blocking techniques that allow inhibiting catalase
in the VTA and thus, the production of ACD from alcohol,
demonstrated that ACD mediates alcohol-reinforcing effect in
self-administration paradigms. In these studies, microinjection
of lentiviral vector encoding anticatalase shRNA into the VTA
strongly decreased voluntary alcohol consumption in rats and
abolished the increased dopamine release in NAc induced
by acute administration of alcohol (Karahanian et al., 2011;
Quintanilla et al., 2012). Moreover, VTA anticatalase shRNA
injection reduced the marked increase in alcohol intake that
follows a period of deprivation, an effect that was proposed to
reflect increased reinforcing value of alcohol (Tampier et al.,
2013).
If ACD formed from alcohol is responsible for the
development of alcohol-related behaviors, then chronic
administration of ACD alone should produce behavioral
and neurochemical responses of an ‘‘addictive’’ -type.
ACD AS A REINFORCER
ACD’s own reinforcing properties were first shown by
conditioned place preference (CPP), behavioral paradigm
widely used to explore rewarding effects of drugs. Laboratory
rats receiving intracerebroventricular (icv) ACD infusions
showed increased preference for environmental cues previously
paired with the drug administration (Smith et al., 1984).
A strong preference for ACD-paired environment and
stimuli was also observed when ACD administration was either
intraperitoneal or oral (Quertemont and De Witte, 2001; Peana
et al., 2008).
Place conditioning is suggestive of drug-associated
reinforcement, although it may not be clear what exactly
the procedure measures. Indeed, it focuses on automatic or
implicit expressions of reward, rather than active demonstration
of motivated behavior.
Thus the positive reinforcing properties of ACD were
more specifically explored by the evaluation of acquisition and
maintenance of ACD drinking behavior in self-administration
paradigms in rats. Drug self-administration is directly under
rat control, and the amount of drug consumed is widely used
to infer drug hedonic properties: positively reinforcing drugs
will be readily and avidly self-administrated. As alcohol, ACD
is voluntary self-administered in two-bottle choice-drinking
paradigm and its consummatory behavior was dose-dependent,
in that ACD intake increased when higher solution strength was
provided (Plescia et al., 2015a; Brancato et al., 2016b). The flavor
and taste of ACD solution have been proposed to take part to
the reinforcing properties and may actually serve as conditioned
stimuli of post-ingestional effects (Cannizzaro et al., 2011).
Little is known on the molecular targets that account for
ACD complex flavor. However, ACD directly activates the
sensory neuronal TRP channels TRPA1 that are relevant for
taste and chemesthesis (Bang et al., 2007; Roper, 2014). With
chronic exposure, sensory and post-ingestive inputs become
intimately integrated, such that these stimuli gain meaning
for the addicted organism (Brasser et al., 2015). Natural ACD
self-administration provides a framework for moving beyond the
dissociation between the sensory and post-absorptive effects of
ACD to the understanding of their neurobiological integration
and significance for sensory processing of alcoholic beverages
and alcohol addiction.
The suggestion that ACD may be endowed with positive
reinforcing properties was further investigated by using a variety
of operant self-administration paradigms.
The operant self-administration is a commonly used model in
which animals are trained to emit a specific response (lever press
or nose poke) for gaining the reinforcement (Samson et al., 1988).
Operant behavior for ACD was readily acquired by rats, both
through icv and intravenous routes of administration (Brown
et al., 1980; Myers et al., 1984). In details, Rodd et al. (2003,
2005) demonstrated that rats selectively bred as alcohol drinkers
self-administered both alcohol and ACD directly into the
VTA, where ACD showed reinforcing effects at concentrations
1000 lower than those required for alcohol. Unselected animals
also perform lever pressing for obtaining ACD through the
natural oral route. Indeed ACD was reported to induce and
maintain operant drinking behavior according to fixed and
progressive ratios of reinforcement (Peana et al., 2011; Cacace
et al., 2012). Apart from drug taking, the operant conditioning
paradigm serves as an invaluable tool in addiction research, since
it enables researchers to explore discrete features of addictive
behavior, as reported for humans in the DSM-V (American
Psychiatric Association, 2013). Indeed, different schedules of
drug reinforcement critically model distinct aspects of incentive
motivation for the drug, such as drug seeking and relapse
following periods of abstinence, and maintained alcohol use
despite adverse consequences that constitute central issues of
the translational research on addiction. The employment of
such tailored paradigms showed that ACD acts as positive
reinforcement that elicits challenging behavior, such as craving
and relapse, as shown for alcohol. Indeed, ACD-drinking
rats displayed resistance to extinction i.e., the emission of
high number of operant responses when reinforce delivery
was withheld- and a powerful deprivation-effect when ACD
availability was resumed after repeated cycles of deprivation
(Peana et al., 2010; Cacace et al., 2012; Plescia et al., 2013;
Brancato et al., 2014). The motivational properties of ACD have
been further measured by the operant-conflict paradigm, where
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an aversive stimulus is associated with rat operant response for
ACD. Indeed, when a mild foot-shock was delivered following
each lever press rewarded with ACD (punished response),
ACD-drinking rats were not discouraged from lever pressing
and emitted higher number of punished responses than control
rats (Cacace et al., 2012). In the Geiller-Seifter procedure,
anxiolytic drugs do not affect the unpunished component
of operant responses, whereas drugs with non-specific motor
effects decrease it. Actually, ACD was able to increase the
unpunished responses, although to a lesser extent than the
punished ones, suggesting a prevailing motivational effect, rather
than anti-conflict properties (Cannizzaro et al., 2011; Cacace
et al., 2012).
ACD AND STRESS RESPONSE
A large and consistent body of literature, on the other
hand, shows that both acute and chronic ACD peripheral
administrations were associated with anxiety-like behavior in the
elevated plus maze (Correa et al., 2005; Plescia et al., 2015a) and
with the recruitment of peripheral and central stress response.
In particular, ACD was shown to mediate alcohol-induced
activation of the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis,
since ACD increased plasma corticosterone levels (Kinoshita
et al., 2001; Escrig et al., 2012) and induced the release of
CRH in a dose-dependent manner (Cannizzaro et al., 2010).
Notably, when the oxidation of alcohol into ACD by catalase was
inhibited by 3-amino-1,2,4-triazole, CRH release in the presence
of alcohol was prevented. Furthermore, the administration
of D-penicillamine, an ACD-trapping agent, inhibited ACD-
induced CRH release, demonstrating that ACD is the primary
mediator of alcohol activity on the HPA axis (Cannizzaro et al.,
2010).
The stress system contributes to various extents to the
development of alcohol-related behaviors.
Indeed, alcohol- and ACD induce an activation of the
stress system that can facilitate behavioral reactivity in aversive
conditions (Cacace et al., 2011, 2012; Plescia et al., 2015a). On
the other hand repeated cycles of alcohol and ACD intoxication
deeply affect the homeostasis of brain stress- and anti-stress
system. Indeed, both chronic alcohol and ACD excessive
consumption decreased the expression of the anxiolytic peptide
NPY in limbic brain regions, such as hippocampus and ventral
striatum (Kinoshita et al., 2000; Olling et al., 2007; Plescia et al.,
2014).Most importantly, the discontinuation of chronic and high
doses of ACD induced a constellation of behavioral signs, such
as general hyperactivity, irritability, tail tremors, tail stiffness,
general tremor and spasticity, which recall alcohol withdrawal
syndrome. ACD withdrawal signs exhibited minor severity, were
observed at 12 h from the last ACD administration, started to
decline at 16 h and disappeared at 36 h abstinence (Plescia et al.,
2014). It is worth noting that during this time CRH expression
increased and NPY expression levels decreased in limbic brain
areas and in the hypothalamus, causing the occurrence of the
aversive psychological state characteristic of withdrawal. These
modifications are consistent with the so-called involvement of
the ‘‘dark side’’, or stress systems, in the development of alcohol
use problems and abuse vulnerability (Thiele et al., 1998; Koob,
2013; Barkley-Levenson et al., 2016). Individuals would consume
alcohol in an attempt to return to homeostasis via a negative
reinforcement process that maintains and promotes drug taking.
Similarly to alcohol, ACD would contribute to engender an
aversive (anxious, depressive) state by bidirectional effects on the
twomajor and functionally opposite stress-related peptides, CRH
and NPY, thus perpetuating excessive alcohol consumption.
PHARMACOLOGICAL
CHARACTERIZATION OF ACD-RELATED
BEHAVIOR
ACD and Dopamine
Although the mechanisms by which ACD elicits its effects are
poorly explored, this compound activates the neuronal firing of
dopaminergic neurons in the VTA, an effect that is mediated
by salsolinol, the condensation product of ACD and dopamine
(Melis et al., 2007, 2015). Importantly, ACD elicits dopamine
release in the NAc shell (Foddai et al., 2004; Melis et al., 2007;
Enrico et al., 2009) at the same doses used in CPP studies (Peana
et al., 2008, 2009; Spina et al., 2010).
This is not surprising, since the acquisition of drug-induced
CPP is critically controlled by dopamine transmission and
D1 receptors in the NAc shell (Di Chiara et al., 2004; Tzschentke,
2007). Spina et al. (2010) demonstrated that this also applies to
ACD. The blockade of D1 receptors during ACD conditioning,
through the pre-treatment with SCH 39166, a D1 dopamine
receptor antagonist, also prevented the acquisition of CPP for
ACD. In this regard, interference not only on incentive learning
processes but also on dopamine-mediated reward has been
proposed (Di Chiara et al., 2004).
Besides, dopamine plays a fundamental role in the expression
of operant behavior elicited by rewards and reward-related
stimuli. Release of dopamine in the NAc shell by Pavlovian
stimuli induces an appetitive state of incentive arousal
(state—hedonia, euphoria) that facilitates the rate of current
instrumental behavior, the acquisition and expression of
secondary reinforcement, as well as the consolidation of
mnemonic traces of salient stimuli associated with affective
states.
It is proven that ACD stimulates dopamine release, and that
dopamine increase in the limbic regions accounts for addictive
behavioral traits in the rat. Thus, modulating dopamine release
or deactivating dopamine signaling could represent a tool able
to interrupt the addictive cycle. Indeed, the involvement of
dopamine transmission in ACD-related operant behavior was
explored by the administration of a D2 dopamine receptor
agonist, quinpirole, which at low doses preferentially activates
presynaptic D2 dopamine autoreceptors. Thus, by functionally
reducing ACD-induced dopamine release, quinpirole decreased
the number of lever presses for ACD, also during extinction
and, after ACD deprivation, during relapse (Rodd et al., 2005;
Brancato et al., 2014). Quinpirole was then able to restrain
dopamine signal as supporter of the incentive and rewarding
properties of ACD, which indeed was less demanded by
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the rats. Interestingly, in accordance with chronic alcohol-
induced down regulation of dopamine signaling in the limbic
regions, chronic ACD could exert a profound disarrangement in
dopamine output to the NAc during withdrawal (Rossetti et al.,
1992). Indeed, when ropinirole was sub-chronically administered
during ACD deprivation, a decrease in operant responses and
ACD intake was observed during relapse (Brancato et al., 2014).
This post-synaptic D2 dopamine receptor agonist, useful to
restore dopaminergic tone in Parkinson’s disease (Tel et al.,
2002), likely produced a stimulation of dopamine D2 signaling
able to turn off rats craving when ACD was available. This
evidence contributes to the suggestion that ACD interaction with
the dopamine system plays a role in the development of discrete
features of addictive behavior that can be especially relevant to
alcohol use disorders.
ACD and Cannabinoids
Alongwith the dopaminergic transmission, the endocannabinoid
system plays an important role in value attribution processing
and in modulation of drug-seeking behavior (Serrano and
Parsons, 2011; Brancato et al., 2016a; Henderson-Redmond et al.,
2016), in view of its role as fine modulator of incoming inputs
within the limbic brain regions (D’Amico et al., 2004; Cannizzaro
et al., 2006; Melis et al., 2012). Indeed, in rodents, treatment
with the CB1 receptor inverse agonist SR141716A (Rimonabant),
or CB1 genetic deletion, lead to a reduction in alcohol operant
drinking and a decrease in stress-induced alcohol relapse,
whereas cannabinoid antagonists mitigate alcohol withdrawal
symptoms (Kleczkowska et al., 2016).
Consistently with this significant background, the systemic
administration of the selective CB1 receptor antagonist
AM281 was evaluated on the operant behavior for ACD.
In details, CB1 receptor blockage decreased ACD-seeking
behavior during extinction and decreased ACD lever pressing
and intake following forced abstinence. Most importantly, the
CB1 antagonist decreased the punishment resistance observed
in ACD-drinking rats in the operant-conflict paradigm, when
the foot-shock was associated with ACD delivery (Plescia et al.,
2013). These data suggest that the reinforcing properties of ACD
involve endocannabinoids production, which in turn, modulate
dopamine mesocorticolimbic pathway and stress response
through CB1 receptors. Indeed a recent research employing a
binge-like drinking paradigm, pointed to the endocannabinoids
as mediators of the detrimental effects exerted by ACD chronic
consumption and withdrawal on neuropeptidergic homeostasis,
and in particular on the expression of the anti-stress NPY
(Plescia et al., 2014). In this study, the administration of the
CB1 receptor antagonist was able to ameliorate the behavioral
signs that followed withdrawal from chronic ACD; this effect
was accompanied by a time- and region-dependent increase in
the number of NPY-positive neurons both in the hippocampus
and in the NAc. These data prompted us to speculate that
ACD binge-like treatment might increase the production of
endocannabinoids, thus resulting in downregulation of NPY
expression in the hippocampus and in the NAc. Accordingly,
during early and prolonged ACD withdrawal, endocannabinoids
production may decrease while NPY expression progressively
rises. This return to homeostasis can likely contribute to
controlling neuronal hyperexcitability and the related behavioral
signs (Plescia et al., 2014). Hence, the pharmacological
inhibition of CB1 signaling represents a promising strategy
for counteracting the neurochemical imbalance associated with
ACD- and alcohol-withdrawal syndrome.
CONCLUSIONS
A deeper understanding of the ‘‘ménage à trois’’ between ACD,
reward- and stress systems is crucial to untangle the etiology
of alcohol-related behaviors. Increasing attention must be paid
to alcohol, and indirectly to ACD, ingestion during gestation
and lactation since the neuronal systems suffer from a severe
vulnerability (Cannizzaro et al., 2002, 2005), and ACD has not
been studied in the perinatal period yet.
The pharmacological targeting of the endocannabinoid
system can exert profound influence on the positive and
negative reinforcing effects of ACD, and might accelerate the
development of more effective therapeutic interventions to
reduce the incidence of alcohol abuse and alcoholism.
AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS
AB, GL, AC, FP and CC wrote major parts of the article. All
authors critically reviewed and edited the article. The review
article was written based on the expertise of the authors, who
have sourced the article on PubMed and Google Scholar.
FUNDING
This study was supported by research grant 2012-ATE-
0167 provided by the University of Palermo, Italy.
REFERENCES
Abe, K., Yamaguchi, S., Sugiura, M., and Saito, H. (1999). The ethanol metabolite
acetaldehyde inhibits the induction of long-term potentiation in the rat dentate
gyrus in vivo. Br. J. Pharmacol. 127, 1805–1810. doi: 10.1038/sj.bjp.0702738
American Psychiatric Association. (2013). The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders: DSM 5.Washington, DC: Bookpoint US.
D’Amico, M., Cannizzaro, C., Preziosi, P., and Martire, M. (2004). Inhibition by
anandamide and synthetic cannabimimetics of the release of [3H] D-aspartate
and [3H] GABA from synaptosomes isolated from the rat hippocampus.
Neurochem. Res. 29, 1553–1561. doi: 10.1023/b:nere.0000029569.
20266.3f
Amit, Z., and Smith, B. R. (1985). Amulti-dimensional examination of the positive
reinforcing properties of acetaldehyde. Alcohol 2, 367–370. doi: 10.1016/0741-
8329(85)90077-1
Aragon, C. M., and Amit, Z. (1992). The effect of 3-amino-1,2,4-triazole on
voluntary ethanol consumption: evidence for brain catalase involvement in
the mechanism of action. Neuropharmacology 31, 709–712. doi: 10.1016/0028-
3908(92)90150-n
Arizzi, M. N., Correa, M., Betz, A. J., Wisniecki, A., and Salamone, J. D.
(2003). Behavioral effects of intraventricular injections of low doses of ethanol,
acetaldehyde and acetate in rats: studies with low and high rate operant
schedules. Behav. Brain Res. 147, 203–210. doi: 10.1016/s0166-4328(03)
00158-x
Frontiers in Behavioral Neuroscience | www.frontiersin.org 5 February 2017 | Volume 11 | Article 23
Brancato et al. Acetaldehyde Interplay with Dopamine and Endocannabinoids
Bang, S., Kim, K. Y., Yoo, S., Kim, Y. G., and Hwang, S. W. (2007). Transient
receptor potential A1 mediates acetaldehyde-evoked pain sensation. Eur.
J. Neurosci. 26, 2516–2523. doi: 10.1111/j.1460-9568.2007.05882.x
Barkley-Levenson, A. M., Ryabinin, A. E., and Crabbe, J. C. (2016). Neuropeptide
Y response to alcohol is altered in nucleus accumbens of mice selectively bred
for drinking to intoxication. Behav. Brain Res. 302, 160–170. doi: 10.1016/j.bbr.
2016.01.015
Brancato, A., Lavanco, G., Cavallaro, A., Plescia, F., and Cannizzaro, C. (2016a).
The use of the emotional-object recognition as an assay to assess learning and
memory associated to an aversive stimulus in rodents. J. Neurosci. Methods.
274, 106–115. doi: 10.1016/j.jneumeth.2016.09.010
Brancato, A., Plescia, F., Lavanco, G., Cavallaro, A., and Cannizzaro, C. (2016b).
Continuous and intermittent alcohol free-choice from pre-gestational time to
lactation: focus on drinking trajectories and maternal behavior. Front. Behav.
Neurosci. 10:31. doi: 10.3389/fnbeh.2016.00031
Brancato, A., Plescia, F., Marino, R. A., Maniaci, G., Navarra, M., and
Cannizzaro, C. (2014). Involvement of dopamine D2 receptors in addictive-like
behaviour for acetaldehyde. PLoS One 9:e99454. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.
0099454
Brasser, S. M., Castro, N., and Feretic, B. (2015). Alcohol sensory processing and
its relevance for ingestion. Physiol. Behav. 148, 65–70. doi: 10.1016/j.physbeh.
2014.09.004
Brown, Z. W., Amit, Z., and Rockman, G. E. (1979). Intraventricular
self-administration of acetaldehyde, but not ethanol, in naive laboratory rats.
Psychopharmacology (Berl) 64, 271–276. doi: 10.1007/bf00427509
Brown, Z. W., Amit, Z., and Smith, B. (1980). Intraventricular self-administration
of acetaldehyde and voluntary consumption of ethanol in rats. Behav. Neural
Biol. 28, 150–155. doi: 10.1016/s0163-1047(80)91487-9
Cacace, S., Plescia, F., Barberi, I., and Cannizzaro, C. (2012). Acetaldehyde
oral self-administration: evidence from the operant-conflict paradigm.
Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 36, 1278–1287. doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.2011.
01725.x
Cacace, S., Plescia, F., La Barbera, M., and Cannizzaro, C. (2011). Evaluation of
chronic alcohol self-administration by a 3-bottle choice paradigm in adult male
rats. Effects on behavioural reactivity, spatial learning and reference memory.
Behav. Brain Res. 219, 213–220. doi: 10.1016/j.bbr.2011.01.004
Cannizzaro, C., D’Amico, M., Preziosi, P., and Martire, M. (2006). Presynaptic
effects of anandamide and WIN55,212-2 on glutamatergic nerve endings
isolated from rat hippocampus. Neurochem. Int. 48, 159–165. doi: 10.1016/j.
neuint.2005.10.009
Cannizzaro, C., La Barbera, M., Plescia, F., Cacace, S., and Tringali, G. (2010).
Ethanol modulates corticotropin releasing hormone release from the rat
hypothalamus: does acetaldehyde play a role? Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 34,
588–593. doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.2009.01127.x
Cannizzaro, E., Martire, M., Gagliano, M., Plescia, F., La Barbera, M., Mantia, G.,
et al. (2005). Reversal of prenatal diazepam-induced deficit in a spatial-object
learning task by brief, periodic maternal separation in adult rats. Behav. Brain
Res. 161, 320–330. doi: 10.1016/j.bbr.2005.02.022
Cannizzaro, C., Martire, M., Steardo, L., Cannizzaro, E., Gagliano, M., Mineo, A.,
et al. (2002). Prenatal exposure to diazepam and alprazolam, but not to
zolpidem, affects behavioural stress reactivity in handling-naïve and handling-
habituated adult male rat progeny. Brain Res. 953, 170–180. doi: 10.1016/s0006-
8993(02)03282-1
Cannizzaro, C., Plescia, F., and Cacace, S. (2011). Role of acetaldehyde in
alcohol addiction: current evidence and future perspectives.Malta Med. J. 23,
27–31.
Cavallaro, A., Lavanco, G., Cannizzaro, C., Brancato, A., Di Majo, D.,
Giammanco, M., et al. (2016). Acetaldehyde as the first hit of addictive
behaviour. J. Biol. Res. 86:6206. doi: 10.4081/jbr.2016.6206
Di Chiara, G., Bassareo, V., Fenu, S., De Luca, M. A., Spina, L., Cadoni, C.,
et al. (2004). Dopamine and drug addiction: the nucleus accumbens shell
connection.Neuropharmacology 47, 227–241. doi: 10.1016/j.neuropharm.2004.
06.032
Cohen, G., Sinet, P. M., and Heikkila, R. (1980). Ethanol oxidation by rat brain
in vivo. Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 4, 366–370. doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.1980.
tb04833.x
Correa, M., Arizzi, M. N., Betz, A., Mingote, S., and Salamone, J. D. (2003). Open
field locomotor effects in rats after intraventricular injections of ethanol and
the ethanol metabolites acetaldehyde and acetate. Brain Res. Bull. 62, 197–202.
doi: 10.1016/j.brainresbull.2003.09.013
Correa, M., Pascual, M., Sanchis-Segura, C., Guerri, C., and Aragon, C. M. (2005).
Lead-induced catalase activity differentially modulates behaviors induced by
short-chain alcohols. Pharmacol. Biochem. Behav. 82, 443–452. doi: 10.1016/j.
pbb.2005.09.016
Correa, M., Salamone, J. D., Segovia, K. N., Pardo, M., Longoni, R., Spina, L.,
et al. (2012). Piecing together the puzzle of acetaldehyde as a neuroactive agent.
Neurosci. Biobehav. Rev. 36, 404–430. doi: 10.1016/j.neubiorev.2011.07.009
Edenberg, H. J. (2007). The genetics of alcohol metabolism: role of alcohol
dehydrogenase and aldehyde dehydrogenase variants. Alcohol Res. Health 30,
5–13.
Enrico, P., Sirca, D., Mereu, M., Peana, A. T., Lintas, A., Golosio, A., et al.
(2009). Acetaldehyde sequestering prevents ethanol-induced stimulation of
mesolimbic dopamine transmission. Drug Alcohol Depend. 100, 265–271.
doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2008.10.010
Escrig, M. A., Pardo, M., Aragon, C. M., and Correa, M. (2012). Anxiogenic
and stress-inducing effects of peripherally administered acetaldehyde in mice:
similarities with the disulfiram-ethanol reaction. Pharmacol. Biochem. Behav.
100, 404–412. doi: 10.1016/j.pbb.2011.10.002
Filbey, F. M., Claus, E., Audette, A. R., Niculescu, M., Banich, M. T., Tanabe, J.,
et al. (2008). Exposure to the taste of alcohol elicits activation of the
mesocorticolimbic neurocircuitry. Neuropsychopharmacology 33, 1391–1401.
doi: 10.1038/sj.npp.1301513
Foddai, M., Dosia, G., Spiga, S., and Diana, M. (2004). Acetaldehyde increases
dopaminergic neuronal activity in the VTA. Neuropsychopharmacology 29,
530–536. doi: 10.1038/sj.npp.1300326
Franck, J., and Jayaram-Lindström, N. (2013). Pharmacotherapy for alcohol
dependence: status of current treatments. Curr. Opin. Neurobiol. 23, 692–699.
doi: 10.1016/j.conb.2013.05.005
Grüsser, S. M., Heinz, A., and Flor, H. (2000). Standardized stimuli to assess
drug craving and drug memory in addicts. J. Neural Transm. 107, 715–720.
doi: 10.1007/s007020070072
Heap, L., Ward, R. J., Abiaka, C., Dexter, D., Lawlor, M., Pratt, O., et al.
(1995). The influence of brain acetaldehyde on oxidative status, dopamine
metabolism and visual discrimination task. Biochem. Pharmacol. 50, 263–270.
doi: 10.1016/0006-2952(94)00539-x
Henderson-Redmond, A. N., Guindon, J., and Morgan, D. J. (2016). Roles
for the endocannabinoid system in ethanol-motivated behavior. Prog.
Neuropsychopharmacol. Biol. Psychiatry 65, 330–339. doi: 10.1016/j.pnpbp.
2015.06.011
Jamal, M., Ameno, K., Tanaka, N., Ito, A., Takakura, A., Kumihashi, M.,
et al. (2016). Ethanol and acetaldehyde after intraperitoneal administration to
Aldh2-knockout mice-reflection in blood and brain levels. Neurochem. Res. 41,
1029–1034. doi: 10.1007/s11064-015-1788-6
Kanteres, F., Lachenmeier, D. W., and Rehm, J. (2009). Alcohol in mayan
guatemala: consumption, distribution, production and composition
of cuxa. Addiction 104, 752–759. doi: 10.1111/j.1360-0443.2009.
02507.x
Karahanian, E., Quintanilla, M. E., Tampier, L., Rivera-Meza, M., Bustamante, D.,
Gonzalez-Lira, V., et al. (2011). Ethanol as a prodrug: brain metabolism of
ethanol mediates its reinforcing effects. Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 35, 606–612.
doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.2011.01439.x
Kareken, D. A., Claus, E. D., Sabri, M., Dzemidzic, M., Kosobud, A. E.,
Radnovich, A. J., et al. (2004). Alcohol-related olfactory cues activate
the nucleus accumbens and ventral tegmental area in high-risk drinkers:
preliminary findings. Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 28, 550–557. doi: 10.1097/01.alc.
0000122764.60626.af
Kinoshita, H., Jessop, D. S., Finn, D. P., Coventry, T. L., Roberts, D. J., Ameno, K.,
et al. (2000). Acute ethanol decreases NPY mRNA but not POMC mRNA
in the arcuate nucleus. Neuroreport 11, 3517–3519. doi: 10.1097/00001756-
200011090-00023
Kinoshita, H., Jessop, D. S., Finn, D. P., Coventry, T. L., Roberts, D. J.,
Ameno, K., et al. (2001). Acetaldehyde, a metabolite of ethanol, activates the
hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis in the rat. Alcohol Alcohol. 36, 59–64.
doi: 10.1093/alcalc/36.1.59
Kleczkowska, P., Smaga, I., Filip, M., and Bujalska-Zadrozny, M. (2016).
Cannabinoid ligands and alcohol addiction: a promising therapeutic tool
Frontiers in Behavioral Neuroscience | www.frontiersin.org 6 February 2017 | Volume 11 | Article 23
Brancato et al. Acetaldehyde Interplay with Dopamine and Endocannabinoids
or a humbug? Neurotox. Res. 29, 173–196. doi: 10.1007/s12640-015-
9555-7
Koob, G. F. (2013). Theoretical frameworks and mechanistic aspects of alcohol
addiction: alcohol addiction as a reward deficit disorder. Curr. Top. Behav.
Neurosci. 13, 3–30. doi: 10.1007/7854_2011_129
Lachenmeier, D. W., Gill, J. S., Chick, J., and Rehm, J. (2015). The total
margin of exposure of ethanol and acetaldehyde for heavy drinkers consuming
cider or vodka. Food Chem. Toxicol. 83, 210–214. doi: 10.1016/j.fct.2015.
05.006
Lachenmeier, D. W., and Sohnius, E. M. (2008). The role of acetaldehyde
outside ethanol metabolism in the carcinogenicity of alcoholic beverages:
evidence from a large chemical survey. Food Chem. Toxicol. 46, 2903–2911.
doi: 10.1016/j.fct.2008.05.034
Lachenmeier, D. W., Sohnius, E. M., Attig, R., and López, M. G. (2006).
Quantification of selected volatile constituents and anions in Mexican agave
spirits (Tequila, Mezcal, Sotol, Bacanora). J. Agric. Food Chem. 54, 3911–3915.
doi: 10.1021/jf060094h
Linderborg, K., Joly, J. P., Visapää, J. P., and Salaspuro, M. (2008). Potential
mechanism for Calvados-related oesophageal cancer. Food Chem. Toxicol. 46,
476–479. doi: 10.1016/j.fct.2007.08.019
Martí-Prats, L., Sánchez-Catalán, M. J., Orrico, A., Zornoza, T., Polache, A.,
and Granero, L. (2013). Opposite motor responses elicited by ethanol in the
posterior VTA: the role of acetaldehyde and the non-metabolized fraction
of ethanol. Neuropharmacology 72, 204–214. doi: 10.1016/j.neuropharm.2013.
04.047
Martire, M., Altobelli, D., Cannizzaro, C., Maurizi, S., and Preziosi, P. (2002).
Prenatal diazepam exposure functionally alters the GABAA receptor that
modulates [3H] noradrenaline release from rat hippocampal synaptosomes.
Dev. Neurosci. 24, 71–78. doi: 10.1159/000064947
Mascia, M. P., Maiya, R., Borghese, C. M., Lobo, I. A., Hara, K., Yamakura, T.,
et al. (2001). Does acetaldehyde mediate ethanol action in the central nervous
system? Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 25, 1570–1575. doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.2001.
tb02163.x
Melis, M., Carboni, E., Caboni, P., and Acquas, E. (2015). Key role of salsolinol
in ethanol actions on dopamine neuronal activity of the posterior ventral
tegmental area. Addict. Biol. 20, 182–193. doi: 10.1111/adb.12097
Melis, M., Enrico, P., Peana, A. T., and Diana, M. (2007). Acetaldehyde mediates
alcohol activation of the mesolimbic dopamine system. Eur. J. Neurosci. 26,
2824–2833. doi: 10.1111/j.1460-9568.2007.05887.x
Melis, M., Muntoni, A. L., and Pistis, M. (2012). Endocannabinoids and the
processing of value-related signals. Front. Pharmacol. 3:7. doi: 10.3389/fphar.
2012.00007
Miranda, M. B., Martins, N. G. S., Belluco, A. E. S., Horii, J., and Alcarde, A. R.
(2007). Chemical quality of Brazilian sugarcane spirits. Cienc. Tecnol. Aliment.
27, 897–901. doi: 10.1590/S0101-20612007000400034
Myers, W. D., Gibson, S., Ng, K. T., and Singer, G. (1987). Sex differences in
acetaldehyde on body temperature and open-field performance in the rat.Drug
Alcohol Depend. 19, 1–6. doi: 10.1016/0376-8716(87)90081-0
Myers,W. D., Ng, K. T.,Marzuki, S., Myers, R. D., and Singer, G. (1984). Alteration
of alcohol drinking in the rat by peripherally self-administered acetaldehyde.
Alcohol 1, 229–236. doi: 10.1016/0741-8329(84)90103-4
Oliveira, V. A., Vicente, M. A., Fietto, L. G., Castro, I. M., Coutrim, M. X.,
Schu-ller, D., et al. (2008). Biochemical and molecular characterization of
Saccharomyces cerevisiae strains obtained from sugar-cane juice fermentations
and their impact in cacha-a production. Appl. Environ. Microbiol. 74, 693–701.
doi: 10.1128/aem.01729-07
Olling, J. D., Ulrichsen, J., Haugbøl, S., Glenthøj, B., Hemmingsen, R., and
Woldbye, D. P. (2007). Decreased gene expression of neuropeptide Y and its
receptors in hippocampal regions during ethanol withdrawal in rats. Neurosci.
Lett. 424, 160–164. doi: 10.1016/j.neulet.2007.07.050
Pardo, M., Betz, A. J., San Miguel, N., López-Cruz, L., Salamone, J. D., and
Correa, M. (2013). Acetate as an active metabolite of ethanol: studies of
locomotion, loss of righting reflex and anxiety in rodents. Front. Behav.
Neurosci. 7:81. doi: 10.3389/fnbeh.2013.00081
Peana, A. T., Assaretti, A. R., Muggironi, G., Enrico, P., and Diana, M. (2009).
Reduction of ethanol-derived acetaldehyde induced motivational properties by
L-cysteine. Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 33, 43–48. doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.2008.
00809.x
Peana, A. T., Enrico, P., Assaretti, A. R., Pulighe, E., Muggironi, G., Nieddu, M.,
et al. (2008). Key role of ethanol-derived acetaldehyde in the motivational
properties induced by intragastric ethanol: a conditioned place preference study
in the rat. Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 32, 249–258. doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.2007.
00574.x
Peana, A. T., Muggironi, G., and Diana, M. (2010). Acetaldehyde-reinforcing
effects: a study on oral self-administration behavior. Front. Psychiatry 1:23.
doi: 10.3389/fpsyt.2010.00023
Peana, A. T., Muggironi, G., Fois, G. R., Zinellu, M., Vinci, S., and Acquas, E.
(2011). Effect of opioid receptor blockade on acetaldehyde self-administration
and ERK phosphorylation in the rat nucleus accumbens. Alcohol 45, 773–783.
doi: 10.1016/j.alcohol.2011.06.003
Plescia, F., Brancato, A., Marino, R. A., and Cannizzaro, C. (2013). Acetaldehyde
as a drug of abuse: insight into AM281 administration on operant-conflict
paradigm in rats. Front. Behav. Neurosci. 7:64. doi: 10.3389/fnbeh.2013.
00064
Plescia, F., Brancato, A., Marino, R. A., Vita, C., Navarra, M., and Cannizzaro, C.
(2014). Effect of acetaldehyde intoxication and withdrawal on NPY expression:
focus on endocannabinoidergic system involvement. Front. Psychiatry 5:138.
doi: 10.3389/fpsyt.2014.00138
Plescia, F., Brancato, A., Venniro, M., Maniaci, G., Cannizzaro, E., Sutera, F. M.,
et al. (2015a). Acetaldehyde self-administration by a two-bottle choice
paradigm: consequences on emotional reactivity, spatial learning and memory.
Alcohol 49, 139–148. doi: 10.1016/j.alcohol.2015.01.002
Plescia, F., Cannizzaro, E., Brancato, A., Martines, F., Di Naro, A., Mucia, M.,
et al. (2015b). Acetaldehyde effects in the brain. Acta Med. Mediterr. 31,
813–817.
Quertemont, E., and De Witte, P. (2001). Conditioned stimulus preference
after acetaldehyde but not ethanol injections. Pharmacol. Biochem. Behav. 68,
449–454. doi: 10.1016/s0091-3057(00)00486-x
Quertemont, E., Grant, K. A., Correa, M., Arizzi, M. N., Salamone, J. D.,
Tambour, S., et al. (2005). The role of acetaldehyde in the central effects of
ethanol. Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 29, 221–234. doi: 10.1097/01.ALC.0000156185.
39073.D2
Quertemont, E., Tambour, S., Bernaerts, P., Zimatkin, S. M., and Tirelli, E. (2004).
Behavioral characterization of acetaldehyde in C57BL/6J mice: locomotor,
hypnotic, anxiolytic and amnesic effects. Psychopharmacology (Berl) 177,
84–92. doi: 10.1007/s00213-004-1911-x
Quintanilla, M. E., Tampier, L., Karahanian, E., Rivera-Meza, M., Herrera-
Marschitz, M., and Israel, Y. (2012). Reward and relapse: complete
gene-induced dissociation in an animal model of alcohol dependence.
Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 36, 517–522. doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.2011.
01606.x
Ramchandani, V. A., Bosron, W. F., and Li, T. K. (2001). Research advances
in ethanol metabolism. Pathol. Biol. (Paris) 49, 676–682. doi: 10.1016/s0369-
8114(01)00232-2
Redila, V. A., Aliatas, E., Smith, B. R., and Amit, Z. (2002). Effects of ethanol on an
acetaldehyde drug discrimination with a conditioned taste aversion procedure.
Alcohol 28, 103–109. doi: 10.1016/s0741-8329(02)00270-7
Rodd, Z. A., Bell, R. L., Kuc, K. A., Murphy, J. M., Lumeng, L.,
Li, T. K., et al. (2003). Effects of repeated alcohol deprivations
on operant ethanol self-administration by alcohol-preferring (P)
rats. Neuropsychopharmacology 28, 1614–1621. doi: 10.1038/sj.npp.
1300214
Rodd, Z. A., Bell, R. L., Zhang, Y., Murphy, J. M., Goldstein, A., Zaffaroni, A., et al.
(2005). Regional heterogeneity for the intracranial self-administration
of ethanol and acetaldehyde within the ventral tegmental area of
alcohol-preferring (P) rats: involvement of dopamine and serotonin.
Neuropsychopharmacology 30, 330–338. doi: 10.1038/sj.npp.1300561
Roper, S. D. (2014). TRPs in taste and chemesthesis. Handb. Exp. Pharmacol. 223,
827–871. doi: 10.1007/978-3-319-05161-1_5
Rossetti, Z. L., Melis, F., Carboni, S., Diana, M., and Gessa, G. L. (1992).
Alcohol withdrawal in rats is associated with a marked fall in extraneuronal
dopamine. Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 16, 529–532. doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.1992.
tb01411.x
Samson, H. H., Pfeffer, A. O., and Tolliver, G. A. (1988). Oral ethanol
self-administration in rats: models of alcohol-seeking behavior. Alcohol. Clin.
Exp. Res. 12, 591–598. doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.1988.tb00248.x
Frontiers in Behavioral Neuroscience | www.frontiersin.org 7 February 2017 | Volume 11 | Article 23
Brancato et al. Acetaldehyde Interplay with Dopamine and Endocannabinoids
Segovia, K. N., Vontell, R., López-Cruz, L., Salamone, J. D., and Correa, M.
(2013). c-Fos immunoreactivity in prefrontal, basal ganglia and limbic areas
of the rat brain after central and peripheral administration of ethanol and its
metabolite acetaldehyde. Front. Behav. Neurosci. 7:48. doi: 10.3389/fnbeh.2013.
00048
Serrano, A., and Parsons, L. H. (2011). Endocannabinoid influence in drug
reinforcement, dependence and addiction-related behaviors. Pharmacol. Ther.
132, 215–241. doi: 10.1016/j.pharmthera.2011.06.005
Smith, B. R., Amit, Z., and Splawinsky, J. (1984). Conditioned place preference
induced by intraventricular infusions of acetaldehyde. Alcohol 1, 193–195.
doi: 10.1016/0741-8329(84)90097-1
Smith, B. R., Aragon, C. M., and Amit, Z. (1997). Catalase and the production of
brain acetaldehyde: a possible mediator of the psychopharmacological effects
of ethanol. Addict. Biol. 2, 277–290. doi: 10.1080/13556219772570
Spina, L., Longoni, R., Vinci, S., Ibba, F., Peana, A. T., Muggironi, G., et al. (2010).
Role of dopamine D1 receptors and extracellular signal regulated kinase in
the motivational properties of acetaldehyde as assessed by place preference
conditioning. Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 34, 607–616. doi: 10.1111/j.1530-0277.
2009.01129.x
Stormark, K. M., Laberg, J. C., Bjerland, T., Nordby, H., and Hugdahl, K. (1995).
Autonomic cued reactivity in alcoholics: the effect of olfactory stimuli. Addict.
Behav. 20, 571–584. doi: 10.1016/0306-4603(95)00017-7
Tabakoff, B., Anderson, R. A., and Ritzmann, R. F. (1976). Brain acetaldehyde
after ethanol administration. Biochem. Pharmacol. 25, 1305–1309.
doi: 10.1016/0006-2952(76)90094-0
Tampier, L., Quintanilla, M. E., Karahanian, E., Rivera-Meza, M., Herrera-
Marschitz, M., and Israel, Y. (2013). The alcohol deprivation effect: marked
inhibition by anticatalase gene administration into the ventral tegmental
area in rats. Alcohol. Clin. Exp. Res. 37, 1278–1285. doi: 10.1111/acer.
12101
Tampier, L., Quintanilla, M. E., and Mardones, J. (1995). Effects of aminotriazole
on ethanol, water and food intake and on brain catalase in UChA and UChB
rats. Alcohol 12, 341–344. doi: 10.1016/0741-8329(95)00014-i
Tel, B. C., Zeng, B. Y., Cannizzaro, C., Pearce, R. K., Rose, S., and Jenner, P.
(2002). Alterations in striatal neuropeptide mRNA produced by repeated
administration of L-DOPA, ropinirole or bromocriptine correlate with
dyskinesia induction in MPTP-treated common marmosets. Neuroscience 115,
1047–1058. doi: 10.1016/s0306-4522(02)00535-3
Thiele, T. E., Marsh, D. J., Ste Marie, L., Bernstein, I. L., and Palmiter, R. D. (1998).
Ethanol consumption and resistance are inversely related to neuropeptide Y
levels. Nature 396, 366–369. doi: 10.1038/24614
Tzschentke, T.M. (2007).Measuring reward with the conditioned place preference
(CPP) paradigm: update of the last decade. Addict. Biol. 12, 227–462.
doi: 10.1111/j.1369-1600.2007.00070.x
Ward, R. J., Colantuoni, C., Dahchour, A., Quertemont, E., and De
Witte, P. (1997). Acetaldehyde-induced changes in monoamine and
amino acid extracellular microdialysate content of the nucleus accumbens.
Neuropharmacology 36, 225–232. doi: 10.1016/s0028-3908(97)00007-5
Yamamoto, T. (2006). Neural substrates for the processing of cognitive and
affective aspects of taste in the brain. Arch. Histol. Cytol. 69, 243–255.
doi: 10.1679/aohc.69.243
Zorumski, C. F., Mennerick, S., and Izumi, Y. (2014). Acute and chronic effects of
ethanol on learning-related synaptic plasticity. Alcohol 48, 1–17. doi: 10.1016/j.
alcohol.2013.09.045
Conflict of Interest Statement: The authors declare that the research was
conducted in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could
be construed as a potential conflict of interest.
Copyright © 2017 Brancato, Lavanco, Cavallaro, Plescia and Cannizzaro. This
is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License (CC BY). The use, distribution and reproduction in other forums
is permitted, provided the original author(s) or licensor are credited and that the
original publication in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic
practice. No use, distribution or reproduction is permitted which does not comply
with these terms.
Frontiers in Behavioral Neuroscience | www.frontiersin.org 8 February 2017 | Volume 11 | Article 23
